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Homework Policy

Our School

Ashbourne Educate Together N.S is an equality based, co-educational school that caters for
pupils from Junior Infants up to Sixth Class. Our school is under the patronage of Educate
Together. Our school is based on the four key principles; we are equality based, child-centred,
co-educational and democratically run.

Introduction

Homework is a link in the chain of communication between school and home. We in
Ashbourne Educate Together N.S. value the importance of a link with home.
Parents/guardians can assist and monitor the progress of their children through checking
homework journals and the content therein. Communication between parents/guardians and
teachers is also facilitated through the homework journal. Through this policy we hope to
strengthen positive home-school links by streamlining the processes involved. The homework
policy of Ashbourne Educate Together N.S. has been formulated in consultation with staff
members, pupils, parent/guardian representatives, the Principal and the Board of
Management.

Rationale and Aims

Homework fosters independence, self-reliance, self-esteem, cooperation and responsibility
for life-long learning. It re-enforces what children learn in school. It provides a link between
teachers and parents/guardians and encourages involvement in their child’s education.

In general, homework is meant to be achievable by a child working on their own to the best
of their ability. However, it can be a valuable opportunity for parents/guardians to provide
one to one support to their child in areas where they need it. It is normally prepared by the
teacher in class. It can be used to practise what is done in school, or can be designed to
challenge children’s ability and provide opportunities for creativity.

This policy works in conjunction with other school policies i.e., The School’s Code of Positive
Behavior, SEN and Inclusion Policy, Digital Learning Framework etc.

Content

Usually, homework contains a balance between reading, learning and written tasks. This
balance is not always possible and can vary considerably from day to day. However, it should
be noted that homework time devoted to reading and learning is as important as written
work. Homework will regularly contain reading, writing, spellings, tables, written work,
drawing/colouring, collecting information/items and finishing work started in class.



Parents/guardians can play an important role in listening to reading and assisting with
learning homework, ensuring best efforts. Written work should always be neatly presented.
At the teacher’s discretion, online learning platforms e.g., Google Classroom, may be used
during some homework activities to develop the pupil’s IT skills.

How often is Homework given?

Each teacher has their own homework system and this will be communicated to
parents/guardians at the start of the year. It is at the teacher’s discretion as to the frequency
of when homework is assigned. It may be assigned each day excluding Friday, or it may be
assigned once a week with the intention of the pupil doing all the assigned work over a
number of days. Homework will not be given to children who miss school or for short-term
illnesses. Other significant weeks, i.e. Seachtain na Gaeilge, Active week, etc. may see
different tasks being offered as homework.

Homework will not be assigned during the following periods
e On Fridays or for weekends
e First three weeks of the school year
e last week ofterm 1and 2
e Last three weeks of the school year

Please Note:

Non-completion of homework can be an indicator of other issues. Teachers will
communicate with the child and their parents/guardians to offer support where necessary.
Homework not completed may be done at another time.

From time to time children will be given a night off homework. This will be at the discretion
of the class teacher and in consultation with the Principal.

Recommended Time for Homework

The following are general guidelines for time to be spent on homework. As the child
progresses through the school the time spent on homework will increase. It is important to
remember it is the quality not the quantity of homework that matters. The focus is on the
effort put in by the child. It is also important to note that if homework is causing your child
stress or it is taking longer than the recommended length of time please inform your child’s
teacher.

Please see guidelines helow

*Junior/Senior Infants 5-10 minutes in duration max

1st/2nd Class 20 minutes in duration max

3rd/4th Class 30 minutes in duration max




5th/6th Class 45 minutes in duration max

Evergreen A&B in line with individualised class grouping and
at Evergreen teachers discretion

*Homework for Junior Infants will not start until October at the earliest, after an information
morning has been held.

Homework Journal

There is a school homework journal in operation from first class onwards. This is used by the
class teacher and parents/guardians as a good communication tool between home and
school. Pupils should endeavour to enter homework accurately in their homework journal
(where applicable).

Checking homework

Parents/guardians should endeavour to check their children’s homework every night. This
should be done to ensure that children are completing tasks that are relevant to their ability
and that they are making their best efforts.

The checking of homework by teachers will be done based on the needs of the class and the
individual pupils.

Pupils must read over their own completed homework in an effort to make some self-
corrections. Self-correcting is an essential part of learning.

Guidelines for parents / guardians

e From First Class onwards homework journals will be used. All allocated homework will
be recorded there. Children should tick each item as it has been completed.

e InJunior and Senior Infants, where homework journals will not be used, information
about homework will be communicated to parents/guardians by the class teacher, by
means of the homework information sheet or online. Parents/guardians of children
in Infant Classes should check their child’s school bag regularly and keep the
homework folder up to date.

e Parents/Guardians should endeavour that children begin homework early in the
evening at a regular and convenient time after coming home from school. The
allocated homework time should be free from interruptions. Homework should not
be left until the following morning.

e The child should be sitting comfortably at a table and in a room where there are few
distractions i.e., from TV/Screens or other children.

e |If the child is working independently, try to be available to help where necessary.
Check the work being done and praise at every opportunity.

e Homework is meant to be achievable by the child and it is normally based on the work
being done in school. The teacher prepares all the homework. Parents/Guardians
should help only where the child is experiencing difficulty. However, if your child is
persistently having problems with homework, or is taking overly long to complete
allocated tasks we would ask you to contact the class teacher to discuss the difficulties.
Parents/Guardians should not do homework for their children.

e If, on occasion, the homework cannot be either done or completed, please let the
teacher know via a note in the homework journal or through the school email.



® Parents/Guardians should sign the homework journal nightly to confirm that
homework has been checked and completed.

® Parents/Guardians should check the parent/guardian/teacher communication section
in their child’s journal regularly.

Guidelines for pupils
& Pupils should ensure that they take home relevant books and copies.
® Complete homework tasks to the best of their abilities.
® rind help with homework if needed, particularly with learning tasks.

@ Bring completed work to school when requested by the teacher.

Guidelines for teacher
@ Assign homework in line with this policy.

@ Tecachers should explicitly teach how to do homework and speak about the
expectations around homework.

@ Teachers endeavour to ensure that homework assigned should be achievable for all.

.Monitor homework completion and communicate concerns to pupils and
parents/guardians.

®n situations where homework is not completed regularly, and efforts to communicate
with pupils and parents/guardians have been unsuccessful, teachers should inform
school management.
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